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Progressives Pleased After Beating Nancy Pelosi in Game of Chicken
Darragh Roche - Newsweek

Progressive Democrats have welcomed the delay in Congress' vote on the $1.2
trillion bipartisan infrastructure bill, which they say should be linked to the $3.5
trillion Build Back Better package.

Joshua Roberts/Getty Images Reps. Ilhan Omar (D-MI) and Pramila Jayapal (D-WA)
listen as Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) holds a bill enrollment signing
ceremony for the Juneteenth National Independence Day Act on June 17, 2021 on
Capitol Hill in Washington, DC. Several progressive Democrats have welcomed a

delay in voting on a $1.2 trillion infrastructure bill.

The House of Representatives was due to vote on the bipartisan bill on Thursday, but
the vote was postponed after late-night negotiations among the Democrats and
divisions between progressives and moderates in the party.

The $1.2 trillion bill passed the Senate in August with bipartisan support, but
progressive Democrats had said they would not vote for it unless the $3.5 trillion
package advanced alongside it.

Progressives could claim victory on Thursday after Speaker of the House Nancy
Pelosi delayed the vote on the bipartisan package.
While the smaller bill covers traditional infrastructure, the $3.5 trillion package also
provides funding for so-called "human infrastructure," including childcare and
measures to tackle climate change.

Members of the Congressional Progressive Caucus have welcomed Pelosi's decision.
Rep. Pramila Jayapal of Washington's 7th district, who is chair of the Congressional
Progressive Caucus, tweeted: "By allowing one bill to advance without the Build
Back Better Act alongside it, we leave behind childcare, paid leave, health care,
climate action, education, and a roadmap to citizenship.
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"We're not going to leave working people, families, and our communities behind."
Rep. Ilhan Omar of Minnesota's 5th district also welcomed the decision, saying:
"Especially proud to lead the whip team of @USProgressives tonight alongside
fearless leaders like @PramilaJayapal and @katieporteroc. Together we can deliver
President Biden's agenda and for the people."

Rep. Teresa Leger Fernández of New Mexico's 3rd district tweeted: "We are going to
pass the infrastructure bill, but we're going to do this right. We promised our
communities the Build Back Better Plan with the infrastructure bill together - they
deserve nothing less. I'll continue to #HoldTheLine until we keep our promise."

We are going to pass the infrastructure bill, but we’re going to do this right. We
promised our communities the Build Back Better Plan with the infrastructure bill
together - they deserve nothing less.
I’ll continue to #HoldTheLine until we keep our promise. https://t.co/TS4lHdL3Pm
— Rep. Teresa Leger Fernández (@RepTeresaLF) October 1, 2021

Pelosi's last-minute decision appeared to have come as a surprise to some in the
moderate wing of the party, who were still saying on Thursday that the vote would
take place as scheduled.

Other progressive lawmakers said they would continue to "hold the line" on the $3.5
trillion bill.

"We are #holdingtheline for our children, for the future, for the planet. Our work
continues tomorrow!" wrote Rep. Melanie Stansbury of New Mexico's 1st district.

Rep. Chuy García of Illinois' 4th district tweeted: "I won't bargain with our children's
future. We need to #BuildBackBetternow, not later. @USProgressives will
#HoldTheLine. I'm a NO on infrastructure from the House, unless the Senate passes
reconciliation."

Rep. Steve Cohen of Tennessee's 9th district wrote: "We need to deliver the entirety of
the President's agenda by passing both the infrastructure bill and Build Back Better
Act. If we don't show results for the American people, we could see the return of
Trumpism and a vengeance tour that tests the very foundation of our democracy."

Germany’s election casts U.S. democracy in harsh light
Ishaan Tharoor - Washington Post
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Jim Bourg/Reuters A man attends a Sept. 18 rally in Washington to support
defendants being prosecuted in the Jan. 6 attack on the Capitol. (Jim Bourg/Reuters)

It’s a scenario that ought to feel familiar to many Americans. Voters participated in
an election in the shadow of the pandemic, amid growing uncertainty surrounding the
political fate of their country. In weeks ahead of election day, opinion polls showed a
topsy-turvy race, shaped by likely razor-thin margins. On the day itself, election
officials were set to receive a record number of mail-in ballots.

But unlike in America, this weekend in Germany there was not much disquiet over the
way the country voted — and there is general acceptance of its results. Outgoing
Chancellor Angela Merkel’s Christian Democrats slumped to a historic low, posting
their worst results in the postwar era, while seeing the rival Social Democrats surge
above them.

The Christian Democrats’ campaign leader, Armin Laschet, seemed resigned to
defeat. “I would have preferred to be first,” Laschet said. “I understand, of course,
that I bear some personal responsibility for this result.” Such a subdued reaction is a
far cry from the fury of former president Donald Trump, who was unwilling to
stomach his defeat in November 2020.

He spread falsehoods and stoked doubts in the integrity of the American political
process and was impeached, for a second time, by the House of Representatives for
his role in helping instigate the Jan. 6 storming of the Capitol by his supporters.

The results in Germany, argued Jan-Werner Müller, a professor of politics at
Princeton University, offer a riposte to the conventional wisdom in much of the West
that sees restive publics inexorably attracted to polarizing, intemperate
anti-establishment forces.

“Western democracies are not fated to fight culture wars constantly; grand coalitions
between center-left and center-right do not necessarily strengthen political extremes;
and social democratic parties can do well without pandering to nativism and
Islamophobia,” Müller wrote.
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Though some on the far-right fringe of German politics did voice protests over
alleged irregularities, attention in Germany’s parliamentary democracy has shifted to
the tangled coalition politicking already underway and the policy decisions and
compromises that will determine the makeup of the new government.

“That the outcome of such a close and pivotal election is generally not questioned,
but accepted — even if the final makeup of the new government coalition may not be
clear for weeks or months — illustrates a certain maturity of and trust in Germany’s
political system that these days simply cannot be taken for granted,” Michael Knigge,
a veteran German journalist based in Washington, told Today’s WorldView.

That sense of maturity marks a stark contrast with the situation in the United States.
The Republican Party remains in thrall to Trump, who has been hinting at a
campaign for the presidency in 2024 under the false pretense that the 2020 election
was “stolen” from him. Polling shows that a declining number of Republicans believe
it’s important to prosecute the Jan. 6 rioters for their assault on the Capitol.

Yet various revelations from new books on Trump’s last stand show how close he and
his allies got to halting the democratic process and subverting the transfer of power.
Meanwhile, state legislatures controlled by Republicans are passing or trying to pass
laws restricting voting rights and bolstering the ability of the states to even overturn
election results.

“We are already in a constitutional crisis,” Brookings fellow and Washington Post
contributing columnist Robert Kagan laid out in a lengthy essay for The Post last
week. “The destruction of democracy might not come until November 2024, but
critical steps in that direction are happening now. In a little more than a year, it may
become impossible to pass legislation to protect the electoral process in 2024.”

Scholars of democratic decline see the United States potentially walking down the
path of other countries that saw majoritarian or autocratic leaders slowly erode the
democratic process through procedural means.

“We often think that what we should be waiting for is fascists and communists
marching in the streets, but nowadays, the ways democracies often die is through
legal things at the ballot box — so things that can be both legal and antidemocratic at
the same time,” Daniel Ziblatt, a professor at Harvard University and the co-author
of “How Democracies Die,” told my colleague Ashley Parker. “Politicians use the
letter of the law to subvert the spirit of the law.”

The rest of the world has already taken notice.
A Pew poll published this January found that overwhelming majorities in Germany,
France and Britain believed that the American political system needed at least some
changes. Around a fifth of those surveyed said it “needs to be completely reformed”
— and this was before the events of Jan. 6.

At the same time, an increasing number of Americans want to see their government
strengthen the country’s fraying democracy, according to a new poll by the Eurasia
Group Foundation. “After fighting a costly and interminable War on Terror it’s
possible that many Americans are newly attentive to turbulence at home, from rising
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distrust in the electoral system to a deeply rooted history of racial injustice,” noted
the EGF’s report.

In Germany, a more standardized format for holding elections means there’s less
ground for political squabbling over electoral process.

“Where Americans must actively register to be able to vote, Germany’s system of
recording citizens’ place of residence ensures they are automatically
registered,” noted Deutsche Welle.

“This difference means that voter lists are regularly updated, including when people
die or move, making it more difficult to falsely add people to the database.”

Fraud is, of course, statistically not much of an issue in American democracy either.
But whipped-up hysteria over suspected irregularities has consumed Republican
Party politics since even before Trump lost power.

Germany’s center-right Christian Democrats offer an alternate vision of what to do
after a narrow, yet humbling, defeat.

“Instead of contesting [the results], what will likely happen is that the conservatives
will take the coming years and work on figuring out how to bring those voters back,”
Rachel Rizzo, adjunct fellow at the Center for New American Security, told Today’s
WorldView.

“They aren’t contesting the results. Political leaders in Germany understand that
once you begin questioning democratic processes, the foundation can start to crumble.
That’s exactly what we’ve seen happen in the U.S.”

China Asks Philippines Not to Revise Mutual Defense Treaty With U.S.
Rebecca Klapper - Newsweek

China asked the Philippines to not revise its mutual defense treaty with the United
States, the Philippine defense chief said Thursday, as a possible revision could
threaten China's security interests.

https://egfound.org/2021/09/inflection-point/
https://egfound.org/2021/09/inflection-point/
https://www.dw.com/en/german-election-process/a-37805756
https://www.brennancenter.org/sites/default/files/analysis/Briefing_Memo_Debunking_Voter_Fraud_Myth.pdf


Alex Wong/Getty Images Philippine Defense Secretary Delfin Lorenzana said U.S.
and Philippine military officials have held initial talks discussing the future of the
countries' mutual defense treaty. An honor guard holds a flag of the Philippines
during an enhanced honor cordon at the Pentagon Sept. 10, 2021 in Arlington, Va.

Defense Secretary Delfin Lorenzana said U.S. and Philippine military officials held
initial talks to assess the 70-year Mutual Defense Treaty, which could be abrogated,
replaced or revised.

However, Lorenzana said he was approached by a Chinese ambassador who asked
for the treaty to not be revised in any way.

"While the U.S. welcomes the idea of revisiting the MDT, an outside party does not.
When I first broached the idea of revisiting the MDT, the former Chinese ambassador
came to me and said, 'Please do not touch the MDT, leave it as it is,'" Lorenzana said.
For more reporting from the Associated Press, see below.

The 1951 treaty commits the United States and the Philippines to come to the aid of
the other in case of an attack. American officials have repeatedly assured their
Philippine counterparts that they would honor their treaty obligations if Filipino
forces, ships and aircraft come under attack in the disputed South China Sea,
including by China.

The treaty alliance is America's oldest in Asia.
"Initial discussions have been made between officials of both militaries to achieve
some consensus on how to move forward," Lorenzana said in videotaped remarks at
an online forum that discussed issues surrounding the treaty.

A Philippine diplomat has told the Associated Press that China may be concerned
Philippine and U.S. officials might insert provisions that could threaten Beijing's
security interests if the treaty were amended. They could recognize, for example, a
2016 international arbitration ruling that invalidated China's vast territorial claims
in the South China Sea on historical grounds, said the diplomat, who spoke on
condition of anonymity because of a lack of authority to speak in public.



China and the Philippines, along with Vietnam, Malaysia, Taiwan and Brunei have
been locked in a tense standoff over territorial disputes in the busy waterway. There
are fears that the long-simmering disputes could spark a war that could ruin the
bustling economies in Asia and beyond.

Lorenzana said there have been suggestions to revise the treaty to address current
regional security concerns, including China's use of civilian militias instead of
military forces to seize territories in the disputed waters to avoid a military dispute
that can give the U.S. and the Philippines a reason to activate their treaty.

Chinese Embassy officials did not immediately react to Lorenzana's remarks. China
has warned the U.S. not to intervene in what it says is a purely Asian dispute that
governments in the region are trying to resolve peacefully through negotiations.

Washington lays no claims in the disputed waters but has declared that the peaceful
resolution of the disputes, along with freedom of navigation and overflight in the
contested waterway, were in its national interest.

Jacquelyn Martin, Pool/AP Photo Philippine Defense Secretary Delfin Lorenzana
said the U.S. and Philippines are open to revising their mutual defense treaty, but
China has asked the Philippines to leave it alone. Secretary of State Antony Blinken,
right, meets with Philippines Foreign Minister Teodoro Locsin, Thursday, Sept. 9,
2021, at the State Department in Washington. Jacquelyn Martin, Pool/AP Photo

Why India’s arms deals with Russia are about to become a headache for Biden
By Paul McLeary - Politico

The Biden administration’s Pacific strategy will face a major test later this year when
India makes good on a controversial $5 billion arms deal with Russia, an agreement
that could trigger U.S. sanctions at a time when Washington is trying to pull India
closer.



Alex Wong/Getty Images U.S. President Joe Biden (left) and U.S. Secretary of State
Anthony Blinken (right) participate in a virtual meeting with leaders of The Quad on

March 12, 2021.

The deal for five Russian-made S-400 air defense systems has long been a concern in
Washington, but with delivery expected in December, the White House will be forced
to decide how to manage the complicated relationship between the two countries.

In play is the Countering America's Adversaries Through Sanctions Act, or CAATSA,
a 2017 law with broad support in Congress that punishes countries for making major
arms deals with Russia, the world’s second-largest arms exporter.

To date, the only countries sanctioned under the law are Turkey and China, both for
buying the same S-400 system slated to arrive in India. It’s a precedent that could put
the Biden administration in an awkward position with a key ally.

The government of Narendra Modi appears to have made the decision to go forward
with the system, and “they've not backed down for the last three years despite the
threats of sanctions,” said Sameer Lalwani, director of the Stimson Center’s South
Asia Program.

“They planned around it, they made this commitment and reaffirmed it. They're not
blinking on this and so we can play this game of chicken as much as we want, but the
consequences will be worse for us,” he said.

Modi was in Washington last week to meet with Biden and the other leaders of the
The Quad — India, Australia, Japan and the U.S. — to discuss a range of regional
issues, but American and Indian officials would not confirm the S-400 was on the
agenda.

India has for decades been a customer of weapons made in the U.S., Russia, France
and Israel. But in recent years successive administrations in Washington have tried to
wean India off Russian gear, with important wins. But Russia maintains a grip on
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some major systems, selling nuclear-powered submarines and warships to the Indian
armed forces. The S-400 air defense system, however, looms large.

In 2020, the Trump administration kicked Turkey out of the F-35 program and
imposed sanctions under CAATSA after Turkey received its first S-400, a major step
against a longtime NATO ally.

Being removed from the F-35 club was a bitter pill for the Turkish government, but
Washington and its NATO allies had spent years publicly and privately warning
Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan against consummating the deal. Turkish
leadership remained defiant throughout, however.

Just this past week, Erdogan said he was prepared to buy a second S-400, pledging
“nobody will be able to interfere in terms of what kind of defense systems we acquire,
from which country, at what level.”

The Indian government “was definitely watching all of that in great detail and all
along the way we continued to warn them,” said R. Clarke Cooper, assistant
secretary of state for political-military affairs under the Trump administration, now at
the Atlantic Council.

The message to the Indian government after inking the deal with Russia in 2018 was
“‘look, you take delivery of the S-400 you're going to potentially jeopardize
interoperability with the United States, and you're going to potentially jeopardize
interoperability with other partners that you value,” Cooper said.

The 2017 CAATSA law came in response to Russia’s annexation of Crimea, and was
aimed at dissuading countries from buying Russian equipment while also punishing
the country’s arms industry.

iven the size of Russia's arms exports to the Asia-Pacific region, however, the Trump
and Biden administrations worked to balance the law against antagonizing
burgeoning allies with a long history of buying Russian gear.

India is a key part of that balancing act, and how the U.S. treats India’s dealings with
Russia will have an impact on how other nations will expect to be treated. The Indian
Embassy in Washington did not respond to a request to comment on the potential for
sanctions.

Since CAATSA went into effect, the message to countries with long-standing
relationships with the Russian defense industry has generally been, “keep your
AK-47s, but if you really are looking to have a modern military alongside the United
States and partners, don't put that at risk,” Cooper said. “I would be surprised if the
Biden team is having any different kind of conversation with the Indian government.”

A senior administration official, who was not authorized to discuss the issue and
asked for anonymity, said India's planned defense purchases from Russia are no
secret, but “we urge all of our allies and partners to forgo transactions with Russia
that risk triggering sanctions,” under CAATSA.
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Secretary of State Antony Blinken has not made any determination about sanctions,
and “CAATSA does not have any blanket or country-specific waiver provision,” the
official said. Any transaction with Russia’s “defense or intelligence sectors must be
evaluated on a case-by-case basis.”

In Turkey's case, the worry inside NATO was that the powerful Russian radar system
that tracks targets for the S-400 would pump valuable information back to Moscow
about how the F-35 and other aircraft operate.

Leaders in Brussels said there was no chance they would put their F-35s anywhere
near that radar system, even if it were operated by an ally.

India remains a massive market for arms exporting countries, accounting for 9.5
percent of all global arms imports in 2020 bested only by Saudi Arabia, according to
the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute. And billions of that spending
will continue to go to Russia.

“Whatever happens, whether it's sanctions or whether it's a waiver, the real challenge
for the administration is figuring out how to avoid having to deal with this over and
over and over again,” said Stimson’s Lalwani.
In 2023, India will receive the first two of four new frigates from Russia, and in 2025,
will begin leasing its third nuclear-powered submarine from Moscow, all major deals
already sealed.

“The question will be whether this is going to trigger a wave of sanctions each time,”
Lalwani said. “So the other reason the administration will have to work this out with
Congress is so this Sword of Damocles isn’t hanging over the relationship for the next
five to 10 years because those deals have already been made and signed.”

In March, Senate Foreign Relations Chair Sen. Bob Menendez (D-NJ) sent a letter to
Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin warning, “if India chooses to go forward with its
purchase of the S-400, that act will clearly constitute a significant, and sanctionable,
transaction with the Russian defense sector … it will also limit India’s ability to work
with the U.S. on development and procurement of sensitive military technology.”

While those major deals will force Washington to reckon with its own policy choices,
the industrial competition between the American and Russian defense industries will
remain fierce.

In May, the State Department approved the sale of six P-8 submarine-hunting aircraft
to India, adding to the 12 Boeing-made aircraft the country already operates. The
deals all carry the provision that 30 percent of the manufacturing take place in India,
part of Modi’s Make in India program.

A major prize awaits in the coming months, when India decides who will build its new
fleet of up to 110 multi-role fighter planes. Lockheed Martin is working to sell India
on its F-21 fighter, a derivative of the F-16.

Boeing is offering its F-15EX Eagle II and F/A-18E/F Super Hornet, which is
competing with Saab’s Gripen E/F, Dassault’s Rafale, and Eurofighter’s Typhoon,
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which is produced by a consortium of Airbus, BAE Systems and Leonardo. Russia is
thought to be offering both its MiG-35 and Sukhoi Su-35.

The Obama administration’s designation of India as a major defense partner in 2016
was meant as a sign of Washington’s desire to draw closer to New Delhi, while
nudging the Indian government to begin shunning some Russian gear.

The deal grants India access to U.S. defense technologies at a level comparable to
NATO allies, and came just after Russia lost a $3 billion deal to Boeing to build
Apache and Chinook helicopters.

The United States and its influential defense industry are not about to walk away from
these deals and a growing relationship with India at a time when the country has
become a close ally in deterring China.

But with India not about to walk away from its relationship with Russia, Congress
and the White House will soon have to decide how much they’re willing to accept.

North Korea threatens top UN body after emergency meeting
By HYUNG-JIN KIM - Associated Press (AP)

SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — North Korea has warned the U.N. Security Council
against criticizing the isolated country's missile program, in a statement Sunday that
included unspecified threats against the international body.

Provided by Associated Press Jo Chol Su, left, director of the North Korean Foreign
Ministry's North American Affairs Department, attends an international nuclear

nonproliferation conference in Moscow on Nov. 8, 2019. North Korea has warned the
U.N. Security Council against criticizing the isolated country's missile program, in a
statement Sunday that included unspecified threats against the international body. On

Sunday,



During an emergency closed-door meeting of the top U.N. body Friday, France
circulated a proposed statement that expresses concern over North Korea's missile
launches and calls on it to fully implement council resolutions that ban its ballistic
missile firings.

On Sunday, Jo Chol Su, a senior North Korean Foreign Ministry official, warned the
U.N. council it “had better think what consequences it will bring in the future in case
it tries to encroach upon the sovereignty” of North Korea.

Jo also accused the U.N. body of a “double-dealing standard" because it doesn't
equally take issue with similar weapons tests by the United States and its allies,
according to the statement circulated by state media.

After a six-month hiatus, North Korea resumed missile tests in September, launching
newly developed missiles including nuclear-capable weapons that place South Korea
and Japan, both key U.S. allies, within their striking distances.

The country still offered conditional talks with South Korea, in what some experts call
an attempt to pressure Seoul to persuade Washington to relax crippling economic
sanctions on it.

North Korea has warned the U.N. Security Council against criticizing the isolated
country's missile program, in a statement Sunday that included unspecified threats
against the international body.

On Sunday, Oct. 3, 2021, Jo Chol Su, a senior North Korean Foreign Ministry official,
warned the U.N. council it “had better think what consequences it will bring in the
future in case it tries to encroach upon the sovereignty” of North Korea. (Kyodo
News via AP)

Under multiple U.N. Security Council resolutions, North Korea is banned from
engaging in any ballistic missile activities as the country aims to mount nuclear
weapons on its ballistic missiles.

North Korea has argued its nuclear program is meant to cope with U.S. military
threats, though Washington has said it has no hostile intent toward Pyongyang.



Provided by Associated Press Jo Chol Su, director of the North Korean Foreign
Ministry's North American Affairs Department, arrives at the venue of an

international nuclear nonproliferation conference in Moscow on Nov. 8, 2019.

North Korea has warned the U.N. Security Council against criticizing the isolated
country's missile program, in a statement Sunday that included unspecified threats
against the international body. On Sunday,

Oct. 3, 2021, Jo Chol Su, a senior North Korean Foreign Ministry official, warned the
U.N. council it “had better think what consequences it will bring in the future in case
it tries to encroach upon the sovereignty” of North Korea. (Kyodo News via AP)

Despite its recent launches, North Korea maintains a 2018 self-imposed moratorium
on a long-range missile directly threatening the American homeland, a sign that it
still wants to keep alive chances for future diplomacy with the U.S.

U.S. officials have urged North Korea to return to talks without preconditions, but the
North has argued it won’t do so unless the Americans drop their "hostile policy,” in
an apparent reference to the sanctions and regular military drills between
Washington and Seoul.

Virus surge hits New England despite high vaccination rates
By WILSON RING, Associated Press 1 hr ago

Despite having the highest vaccination rates in the country, there are constant
reminders for most New England states of just how vicious the delta variant of
COVID-19 is.
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Provided by Associated Press Alanna Gomes exits out the back of Bethel AME
Church after receiving her COVID-19 vaccine at a clinic set up in the sanctuary
Friday, Sept. 24, 2021, in Providence, R.I. Despite having some of the highest
vaccination rates in the country, the New England states are still grappling with
rapidly increasing COVID-19 case counts, hospitalizations and deaths. (AP

Photo/David Goldman)

Hospitals across the region are seeing full intensive care units and staff shortages are
starting to affect care. Public officials are pleading with the unvaccinated to get the
shots. Health care workers are coping with pent-up demand for other kinds of care
that had been delayed by the pandemic.

Provided by Associated Press Volunteer Danny McCall Sr., wipes down a pew during
a COVID-19 vaccination clinic at Bethel AME Church Friday, Sept. 24, 2021, in

Providence, R.I. Despite having some of the highest vaccination rates in the country,
the New England states are still grappling with rapidly increasing COVID-19 case

counts, hospitalizations and deaths. (AP Photo/David Goldman)



“I think it’s clearly frustrating for all of us,” said Michael Pieciak, the commissioner
of the Vermont Department of Financial Regulation who monitors COVID-19
statistics for the state. “We want kids to be safe in school, we want parents not to
have to worry about their child’s education and health.”

Provided by Associated Press Amanda Gomes, left, receives her COVID-19 vaccine
from family nurse practitioner Temperance Taylor during a clinic set up in Bethel
AME Church Friday, Sept. 24, 2021, in Providence, R.I. Despite having some of the
highest vaccination rates in the country, the New England states are still grappling
with rapidly increasing COVID-19 case counts, hospitalizations and deaths. (AP

Photo/David Goldman)

Even though parts of New England are seeing record case counts, hospitalizations
and deaths that rival pre-vaccine peaks, largely among the unvaccinated, the region
hasn’t seen the impact the delta variant wave has wrought on other parts of the
country.

According to statistics from The Associated Press, the five states with the highest
percentage of a fully vaccinated population are all in New England, with Vermont
leading, followed by Connecticut, Maine, Rhode Island and Massachusetts. New
Hampshire is 10th.

According to the AP data, full vaccination rates across the six New England states
range from a high of 69.4% in Vermont to 61.5% in New Hampshire.

Despite the relatively high vaccination rates — the U.S. as a whole is averaging
55.5% — there are still hundreds of thousands of people across the region who, for
one reason or another, remain unvaccinated and vulnerable to infection.

Now, a Rhode Island official said he didn't think the 70% vaccination goal, once
touted as the level that would help end the pandemic in the state, is enough.

https://apnews.com/article/coronavirus-pandemic-dead-us-milestone-80209c66802902e42adfbe075ff5272b
https://apnews.com/article/coronavirus-pandemic-dead-us-milestone-80209c66802902e42adfbe075ff5272b
https://apnews.com/article/joe-biden-health-coronavirus-pandemic-e33cc7e3eb782ceffdc9107a7cac25ab


“What we've learned with delta and looking beyond delta, is because that's where our
focus is as well, to really reach those levels of vaccination, to give you that true
population level protection, you need to be in excess of 90%,” said Tom McCarthy,
the executive director of the Rhode Island Department of Health COVID Response
Unit.

Officials throughout New England continue to push the unvaccinated to get the shots
as well as bolster vaccine mandates.

“We have it in our power to end this needless suffering and heartbreak; a way to
protect our health and that of the people we love; a way to give our heroic doctors,
nurses, and other medical professionals a much-needed break; a way to protect our
children – please get vaccinated today,” Maine's Democratic Gov. Janet Mills said
recently.

Yet the head of UMass Memorial Health, the largest health system in central
Massachusetts, said recently that regional hospitals were seeing nearly 20 times more
COVID-19 patients than in June and there isn’t an ICU bed to spare.

Provided by Associated Press Volunteer Danny McCall Sr., works inside a COVID-19
vaccination clinic set up at Bethel AME Church as part of an effort to make testing
and vaccines more available to an underserved community Friday, Sept. 24, 2021, in

Providence, R.I. (AP Photo/David Goldman)

In Connecticut, the Legislature just extended the governor’s emergency powers to
make it easier to cope with the latest wave of the pandemic.

Case counts in Vermont, which has continually boasted about high vaccination and
low hospitalization and death rates, are the highest during the pandemic.
Hospitalizations are approaching the pandemic peak from last winter and September
was Vermont's second-deadliest month during the pandemic.

https://apnews.com/article/coronavirus-pandemic-health-connecticut-ned-lamont-hartford-cb21685d0fa963f71f9c10ad840a725e


Provided by Associated Press Kar Wilson, rear, and Michael Brown, right, with the
Rhode Island Department of Health, knock on doors along with Lauren Nance, left,
with the Faith and Science Coalition, as part of an outreach effort to provide

information on COVID-19 vaccine availability Friday, Sept. 24, 2021, in Providence,
R.I. (AP Photo/David Goldman)

On Sept. 22, Maine had nearly 90 people in intensive care units, a pandemic peak for
the state. Maine also recently passed 1,000 deaths since the start of the pandemic.

Dr. Gretchen Volpe, an infectious disease specialist at the 48-bed York Hospital in
Maine, said the delta surge has made it harder to find care for patients who need
more assistance.

"The physicians who are transferring people have commented to me that they keep
having to go farther and call more places to achieve that goal, Volpe said.

Provided by Associated Press Volunteer Danny McCall Sr., waits for patients at the
door of a COVID-19 vaccination clinic set up at Bethel AME Church as part of an



effort to make testing and vaccines more available to an underserved community
Friday, Sept. 24, 2021, in Providence, R.I. (AP Photo/David Goldman)

On Friday, the United States crossed the threshold of 700,000 deaths from COVID-19.
The deaths during the delta surge have been unrelenting in hotspots in the South. New
England has been at the other end of the spectrum, but the region is still coping with
the same surge that has ravaged other parts of the country.

Provided by Associated Press Volunteer Danny McCall Sr., greets people arriving at
a COVID-19 vaccination clinic set up at Bethel AME Church as part of an effort to
make testing and vaccines more available to an underserved community Friday, Sept.

24, 2021, in Providence, R.I. (AP Photo/David Goldman)

Vermont's Republican governor, Phil Scott drew near-universal praise for his early
handling of the pandemic, when his calm demeanor and reliance on the science kept
his state among the safest.

https://apnews.com/article/coronavirus-pandemic-dead-us-milestone-80209c66802902e42adfbe075ff5272b
https://apnews.com/article/vermont-new-york-city-new-york-anthony-fauci-infectious-diseases-ea91682df547e3e9d642c584e5e141e3


Provided by Associated Press Volunteer Danny McCall Sr., left, sanitizes the hands of
Jessica Leo as she arrives for a COVID-19 test at a clinic set up at Bethel AME
Church, Friday, Sept. 24, 2021, in Providence, R.I. Despite having some of the

highest vaccination rates in the country, the New England states are still grappling
with rapidly increasing COVID-19 case counts, hospitalizations and deaths. (AP

Photo/David Goldman)

But recently, he's faced criticism by some, including Democratic leaders of the state
Legislature and more than 90 employees of the Vermont Health Department who in
August signed a letter urging him to do more to combat the delta wave.

Provided by Associated Press A mural and a cross decorate the wall of Bethel AME
Church as a testing assistant conducts a COVID-19 test at a clinic set up in the
sanctuary as part of an effort to make testing and vaccines more available to an

underserved community, Friday, Sept. 24, 2021, in Providence, R.I. (AP Photo/David
Goldman)

Scott lifted Vermont's state of emergency in June, when the state became the first to
see 80% of its eligible population get at least the first shot.

He is now recommending that schools require masks and he's urging people to wear
masks in crowded indoor locations. But he won't reinstitute required mitigation
measures that were in place during the state of emergency.

“We can't be in a perpetual state of emergency,” Scott said this week.
Dr. Tim Lahey, an infectious disease specialist at the University of Vermont Medical
Center in Burlington, said he felt it was important to look at the situation more
optimistically.

https://apnews.com/article/health-education-coronavirus-pandemic-vermont-university-of-vermont-a89a7efde8a76218b8c43b1694ee46e1


Provided by Associated Press Mariana Jacome, 13, receives a COVID-19 vaccine
from family nurse practitioner Temperance Taylor at a COVID-19 vaccination clinic
set up at Bethel AME Church as part of an effort to make testing and vaccines more
available to an underserved community Friday, Sept. 24, 2021, in Providence, R.I.

(AP Photo/David Goldman)

Unlike some others in the region his Vermont hospital is busy, not overwhelmed.
People still need to be cautious, but they are not locked down and outside life has a
semblance of normality.

Provided by Associated Press Volunteer Danny McCall Sr., waits for patients at the
door of a COVID-19 vaccination clinic set up at Bethel AME Church as part of an
effort to make testing and vaccines more available to an underserved community
Friday, Sept. 24, 2021, in Providence, R.I. Despite having some of the highest
vaccination rates in the country, the New England states are still grappling with
rapidly increasing COVID-19 case counts, hospitalizations and deaths. (AP

Photo/David Goldman)



“We all hate the word ‘delta’ now, but has vaccination made it so we can withstand
the brunt of delta with losing fewer of our neighbors while still having the quality of
life that we enjoy in Vermont?" he said. “Yeah."

Provided by Associated Press Jessica Leo, left, is tested for COVID-19 at a clinic set
up at Bethel AME Church, Friday, Sept. 24, 2021, in Providence, R.I. Despite having
some of the highest vaccination rates in the country, the New England states are still
grappling with rapidly increasing COVID-19 case counts, hospitalizations and deaths.

(AP Photo/David Goldman)

AP reporter Jennifer McDermott in Providence, Rhode Island, contributed to this
report as did Patrick Whittle and David Sharp in Portland, Maine, and Philip
Marcelo in Boston.

Provided by Associated Press A volunteer gives a thumbs-up to co-workers running a
COVID-19 clinic set up inside Bethel AME Church, part of an effort to make testing
and vaccines more available to an underserved community, Friday, Sept. 24, 2021, in

Providence, R.I. (AP Photo/Goldman)



Provided by Associated Press A clinic conducts COVID-19 tests and administers
vaccinations at Bethel AME Church, Friday, Sept. 24, 2021, in Providence, R.I.

Despite having some of the highest vaccination rates in the country, the New England
states are still grappling with rapidly increasing COVID-19 case counts,

hospitalizations and deaths. (AP Photo/David Goldman)

Nancy Pelosi Accused of Betrayal as Frustrated Democratic Moderates Lash Out
Christina Zhao - Newsweek

Moderate Democrats lashed out at Speaker Nancy Pelosi on Saturday after
President Joe Biden made clear that the $1.2 trillion bipartisan infrastructure bill
won't pass unless Democrats reach a deal on the $3.5 trillion spending bill.

Win McNamee/Getty Images Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) departs a
Democratic caucus meeting at the U.S. Capitol October 1, 2021 in Washington, DC.

https://www.newsweek.com/topic/democrats
https://www.newsweek.com/topic/nancy-pelosi
https://www.newsweek.com/topic/joe-biden


Pelosi promised moderates that she'd bring the infrastructure bill to the House floor
for a vote on September 27, before extending the deadline to September 30. Pelosi
delayed the vote again after progressives threatened to sink the bill unless the larger
spending bill is passed in tandem.

"While I have great respect for the Speaker, I believe her decision to again delay a
vote on the bipartisan infrastructure bill is wrong," Representative Stephanie Murphy
said in a statement.

"This promise was enshrined in a House resolution that every Democrat supported,"
the Florida Democrat added. "This written commitment was the only reason there
were enough votes in the House to even start the reconciliation process—that is, to
begin the process of writing the Build Back Better Act."

Representative Josh Gottheimer, another moderate from New Jersey, accused Pelosi
of breaching "her firm, public commitment to Members of Congress and the American
people to hold a vote and to pass the once-in-a-century bipartisan infrastructure bill."
"We cannot let this small faction on the far left ... destroy the President's agenda and
stop the creation of two million jobs a year—including for the millions of
hard-working men and women of labor," he wrote in a statement.

Both Gottheimer and Murphy are members of the Blue Dog Coalition, a 19-member
caucus in the House comprising of Democrats who identify as centrists or
conservatives.

Senator Krysten Sinema, one of the two key moderate holdouts, accused Pelosi of
"betraying" the trust of the American people by backtracking on her promise.

"Over the course of this year, Democratic leaders have made conflicting promises
that could not all be kept," the Arizona Democrat wrote in a statement. "Canceling
the infrastructure vote further erodes that trust. More importantly, it betrays the trust
the American people have placed in their elected leaders."

The infrastructure vote was delayed amid a standoff between moderates and
progressives in the party over the size and scope of the spending bill, a crucial part of
Biden's domestic agenda known as the Build Back Better Act.

Moderates want the infrastructure bill to be passed immediately, but progressives will
only support it if the larger package is passed in tandem.

Biden and Pelosi sided with progressives after a closed-door meeting on Friday, with
both saying that infrastructure will pass once Democrats reach a deal on the larger
bill.

"It doesn't matter when. It doesn't matter whether it's in six minutes, six days or six
weeks. We're going to get it done," the president said.

Pelosi added, "Clearly, the Bipartisan Infrastructure bill will pass once we have
agreement on the reconciliation bill."

https://www.newsweek.com/topic/congress


Newsweek reached out to Pelosi representatives for comment.

Progressives Flex Muscles on Biden Agenda, Adopting New Tactics
Luke Broadwater & Michael D. Shear - The New York Times

WASHINGTON — Progressive Democrats in Congress, who have long promoted a
bold, liberal agenda but often shied away from using hardball tactics to achieve it,
did something unusual this week: They dug in.

Samuel Corum for The New York Times Representative Pramila Jayapal of
Washington, the leader of the Democrats’ progressive caucus, at the Capitol on
Friday. The group opposes passing an infrastructure bill until an ambitious social

spending plan advances.

The nearly 100-member caucus refused to support a $1 trillion infrastructure bill that
is a major piece of President Biden’s agenda, seeking leverage for a bigger fight.

Their stance forced Speaker Nancy Pelosi to delay a planned vote on the measure and
ultimately prompted Mr. Biden to side with them in saying that there could be no vote
on the infrastructure legislation until agreement on a far broader, multitrillion-dollar
social policy and climate measure.

The maneuver drew plaudits from liberal activists who had watched with dismay in
the past as their allies in Congress caved to pressure from Democratic leaders and
surrendered in policy fights. And it signaled that the progressives enjoyed newfound
influence, including the backing of a president long associated with his party’s
moderates.

http://a.msn.com/01/en-us/AAP39Nu?ocid=sf
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Doug Mills/The New York Times Ron Klain, the White House chief of staff. One
person familiar with his calls with progressive lawmakers said he had left with the

impression that the White House was encouraging them to “hold firm.”

“Things only happen here when there is urgency,” Representative Pramila Jayapal of
Washington, the chairwoman of the Congressional Progressive Caucus, said on
Friday.

“I’m just so proud of our caucus, because they are standing up for people who feel
like they have not been heard in this country for a very long time.”

Still, while the progressives scored a tactical victory, negotiations continued to
whittle down the size of the social policy and climate bill, which was already much
smaller than the initial $6 trillion to $10 trillion that many of them had envisioned.

Their persistence also risked the collapse of both bills, angering moderates in the
party who had delivered the slim majority to Democrats and are at the highest risk of
losing their seats in the midterm elections.

Despite its growing ranks, the progressive caucus has struggled for years to enact its
agenda of providing more robust health care services, taxing the wealthy, reining in
military spending and addressing climate change. Activists have grown frustrated as
they helped elect members to Congress, who then fell in line, voting for whatever
Democratic leaders put on the floor.

In recent years, the caucus has tried and failed to cut military spending by 10 percent
and struggled to enact major tenets of what it calls its People’s Budget. High-profile
progressives protested this year over a lapsing eviction moratorium. But the effort
failed to muster enough support for Democratic leaders to put legislation on the floor
to extend it.



Samuel Corum for The New York Times President Biden with Speaker Nancy Pelosi
at the Capitol on Friday. He sided with progressives in saying that there could be no

vote on infrastructure until agreement on a broader social policy and climate
measure.

This week’s machinations buoyed the movement. During a private meeting of the
progressives on Friday evening, lawmakers were celebratory as they discussed how
they were able to “hold the line” for Mr. Biden’s agenda.

“It’s undeniable that this is a new era of progressive power,” said Mary Small, the
national policy director of the Indivisible Project, a grass-roots group. “They had a
list of what their priorities would be for the reconciliation bill, and they’ve been
dogged.”

Ms. Small said progressives won the battle of ideas before the battle of tactics: The
social spending and climate change platform put forth by Mr. Biden stems in large
part from the proposals of Senator Bernie Sanders, independent of Vermont and the
chairman of the Budget Committee, who was the first chairman of the Progressive
Caucus. But bare-knuckled tactics were important too, Ms. Small said.

“They have a plan to deliver on their priorities rather than just talking about their
preferred polices,” she said.

Kaniela Ing, the climate justice campaign director for People’s Action, said many
progressive activists were still upset about how Democrats allowed Republicans to
weaken the Affordable Care Act with a slew of amendments when the party had
control of both chambers of Congress. But he is now cheering the stance taken by the
Progressive Caucus.

“They’re doing exactly what we need to do,” he said. “The strategy is to pass exactly
what Biden promised.”

Mr. Ing added that progressives were only responding to the political maneuvers of
centrist Democrats, who have sought to pass the infrastructure bill without the
broader measures.



The liberals’ tactics were reminiscent of those employed by the ultraconservative
House Freedom Caucus, whose members routinely threatened to withhold their bloc
of votes unless Republican leaders met their demands.

More moderate Republicans, particularly those from competitive districts, became
incensed with the group, blaming them for standing in the way of popular bills that
were political imperatives.
On Thursday, some politically vulnerable Democrats were similarly angry at their
progressive counterparts for holding up a bill that had broad support.

“When Iowans tell me they are sick of Washington games, this is what they mean,”
Representative Cindy Axne of Iowa said in a statement after leaders announced the
delay of the infrastructure vote. “All at once or nothing is no way to govern.”

But unlike the Freedom Caucus, the progressives’ stand does not appear to have
angered either their leaders in Congress or the White House.

Ms. Jayapal said she had stayed in “very close touch with the White House,” and
progressives said they had been encouraged by the message they had received from
Ron Klain, the White House chief of staff.

In meetings and discussions with progressive lawmakers, Mr. Klain has been blunt
about the president’s belief that Democrats need to reach a framework agreement on
broader social policy legislation before they can approve the infrastructure measure,
according to three officials familiar with the discussions.

That appears to have emboldened progressives.
One person familiar with Mr. Klain’s calls said they left liberal lawmakers with the
impression that the White House was encouraging them to “hold firm” against an
infrastructure vote until a deal could be reached with two centrist Democratic
senators, Joe Manchin III of West Virginia and Kyrsten Sinema of Arizona, who have
demanded changes to Mr. Biden’s $3.5 trillion plan.

Progressives have feared that if the infrastructure bill passes, giving moderate
Democrats a big win, Mr. Manchin and Ms. Sinema would have little incentive to give
in to demands from the White House and progressives to retain as much as possible of
Mr. Biden’s $3.5 trillion proposal.

Mr. Klain retweeted a post on social media from Representative Jared Huffman,
Democrat of California and a member of the Progressive Caucus, who said they were
“setting the Biden agenda back on track” by delaying the vote on infrastructure.

“The suggestion that Ron Klain or anyone from the White House was urging members
to vote against or oppose any aspect of the president’s agenda is false and doesn’t
even make sense,” Jen Psaki, the White House press secretary, said.

“Members of the caucus have been pretty clear publicly on where they stand and
what they need from their colleagues in Congress to move forward and our focus has
been trying to move the process forward to get relief to the American people”

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/09/29/us/kyrsten-sinema-voters.html


On Saturday, Ms. Jayapal said the White House did not lobby progressives against
voting for the infrastructure bill and did not need to. “Frankly, no one could have
changed our minds,” she said.

Ms. Jayapal said she planned to be in Washington all weekend negotiating on the
legislation and continuing to push for a vote on the $3.5 trillion reconciliation bill
before proceeding with the infrastructure bill.

“I want a vote,” Ms. Jayapal said, “because I want to be assured that there is no
delay, and that there’s no misunderstandings about what we agreed to.”

But she left the door open to softening her stance.
“If there’s something else, short of a vote, that somebody can offer me that gives me
those same assurances, I want to listen to that,” she said.

A senior Democratic aide not authorized to speak publicly said Ms. Jayapal’s push
for a vote on the larger bill first was unrealistic and urged her to firmly back off that.

“The president made clear that the plan remains as the speaker and leadership has
outlined: reach an agreement and then move forward with the Bipartisan
Infrastructure Framework,” the aide said.

“This is not the position of progressives as outlined by Representative Jayapal. We
hope the congresswoman will change course and support the president.” The stand
progressive lawmakers made this week came amid a rise of activism aimed at
Congress by the left.

On Thursday, protesters held signs in front of the Capitol that said “Pass
Reconciliation First,” and another group of activists paddled kayaks to confront Mr.
Manchin in the waters next to his large houseboat docked at a Washington marina.

Before the infrastructure vote was delayed late on Thursday, Ms. Jayapal had warned
caucus members not to gloat if they succeeded in stopping the bill in its tracks,
according to a person with knowledge of her comments.
But their success fueled an already poisonous relationship between some liberal
Democrats and their more moderate colleagues.

Representative Ilhan Omar, Democrat of Minnesota, took aim on Thursday night at
Representative Josh Gottheimer of New Jersey, a leading centrist who had confidently
declared that he was “1,000 percent” sure that the infrastructure bill would pass that
day.
“In Congress, we don’t make predictions like this until we know we have the votes,”
Ms. Omar wrote on Twitter. “Some of us get this, others bluff & fall on their face.

Hopefully, @JoshGottheimer and the other 4% of Democrats will not obstruct but
negotiate and help us get @POTUS’s agenda done for the people.”

In a statement on Friday night, Mr. Gottheimer lamented that “Speaker Pelosi
breached her firm, public commitment to members of Congress and the American
people to hold a vote” and lashed out at a “small faction on the far left.”

https://twitter.com/IlhanMN/status/1443776567528787969?s=20


“This far-left faction is willing to put the president’s entire agenda, including this
historic bipartisan infrastructure package, at risk,” he said. “They’ve put civility and
bipartisan governing at risk.”

But progressives were betting that their supporters would not see it that way. On
Friday, Ms. Jayapal sent a fund-raising email asking donors to chip in $3 each to
back her efforts.

“Last night, we held the line,” it stated. “We stopped attempts by corporate America
and a few conservative Democrats to pass their small bill without President Biden’s
popular Build Back Better Act that makes long-overdue investments in working
people, families and our communities. Corporations are FURIOUS. But progressives
aren’t giving in.”

(Carl Hulse and Catie Edmondson contributed reporting.)

17 Things With A Higher Approval Rating Than Joe Biden
Politics

Joe Biden's approval rating is not good. Sad! Not good!
Here are seventeen things with higher approval ratings than Joe Biden:

1. Candy corn - Even these tasteless cones of wax fare better in the polls than Sleepy
Joe.
2. Prostate exams - Uncomfortable but at least they don't last four years.
3. The restrooms at Walmart - Unsanitary but they've never tried to sniff our hair.
4. The decision to cancel Firefly - Next time Joe Biden wants to stab us in the back,
he should have the guts to do it to our face.
5. DMV employees - Hey, at least they know where they are.
6. Pearl Harbor, the Ben Affleck movie - We don't know how this one beat Joe but it
did.
7. The actual attack on Pearl Harbor - At least it eventually led to the fall of Hitler.



8. Andrew Cuomo's steamy new romance novel - Yeesh. Biden's numbers must be
awful.
9. The guy in your neighborhood who hands out toothbrushes on Halloween
- Everyone has that guy. But hey, he's not trying to ruin your life.
10. Long John Silver's - Something's fishy about this place but at least you can just
avoid it.
11. Todd - Good one, Todd!
12. Gas station sushi - Will only make you sick one time and you'll have a great story
to tell.
13. Gwyneth Paltrow's vagina candle - We don't know why she sells these but some
people like them, we guess.
14. Alex Rodriguez's vagina candle - We don't know why he sells these but some
people like them, we guess.
15. Installing a car seat - On a 120-degree day in Phoenix.
16. Wuhan's world-famous bat soup - The taste isn't so bad, it's the consistency.
17. The one true President Donald Trump - USA! USA! USA!

What do you like better than Joe Biden? Let us know in the comment section, which
will likely be the longest comment section ever.

Senate passes deal to raise debt ceiling into December, sending measure to House
Savannah Behrmann, Michael Collins & Ledyard King - USA TODAY

WASHINGTON – The Senate Thursday night ended a partisan stalemate over the
nation’s debt ceiling that had threatened to roil global financial markets, agreeing to
a temporary extension that portends another showdown in early December.

By a 50-48 vote, the Democratic-led Senate approved the two-month extension. Some
Senate Republicans joined Democrats in ending a filibuster, allowing the bill to reach
the floor and pass with a simple majority.

The Senate stand-off was the biggest hurdle to prevent a default that economists warn
would cause havoc to the global economy. The House, which is out of session next
week, still needs to pass the measure before the U.S. Treasury defaults on Oct. 18.
That vote is expected next week.



Anna Moneymaker, Getty Images *** BESTPIX *** WASHINGTON, DC -
OCTOBER 05: Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer (D-NY) calls on reporters
following a weekly Democratic policy luncheon on October 05, 2021 in Washington,
DC. Leader Schumer said he will bring a vote on a debt limit increase later this week,

in an attempt to ensure the U.S. does not default on its debt, which Senate
Republicans are expected to block.

The vote ended days of drama where Republican Senate Leader Mitch McConnell had
vowed not to help Democrats solve the crisis because they controlled all levers of
government and had not included GOP lawmakers enough in discussions over
spending bills.

"We pulled our country back from the cliff’s edge that Republicans tried to push us
over,” said Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer, D-NY.

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi said members could be called back early for a vote.
President Joe Biden has indicated he would sign an extension if one reaches his desk.
“The president looks forward to signing legislation to raise the debt limit when it is
passed by Congress," White House spokeswoman Karine Jean-Pierre said Thursday.

The deal merely postpones a long-term decision on the debt limit. Congress would
need to act on another debt limit solution by December to avoid another risk of
default.
If the United States defaults on its debt for the first time, the results could lead to a
global recession, Treasury officials and experts said. A tanked market would hurt
401(k)s and other investments. A debt ceiling standoff in 2013 cost the economy 1% in
GDP.

Wednesday, Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., backed down from his
threat to block any action on the debt ceiling.



McConnell offered to extend the limit into December if Democrats put a precise
dollar figure on how much they want to raise the limit. Republicans had threatened to
filibuster Democrats' effort to suspend the limit through Dec. 16, 2022.

Thursday, McConnell lauded the short-term extension from the Senate floor.
"The pathway our Democratic colleagues have accepted will spare the American
people any near-term crisis," he said.

McConnell and Republicans had resisted helping Democrats pass an increase or
suspension of the debt limit. McConnell said Democrats, who control the White House,
House and Senate, refused to negotiate with Republicans on spending
proposals – such as a budget bill with trillions of dollars for social programs that
Democrats are ironing out – so they could raise the limit on borrowing on their own
as well.

The Senate GOP leader pressed Democrats to pass the bill using reconciliation, a
maneuver that would allow Democrats to approve the bill without Republican support.
Democrats said this option would be cumbersome and lead to long debates.

Thursday, McConnell signaled he still wants the bill done through reconciliation.
He said the short-term extension means "there will be no question" that lawmakers
will have plenty of time to address the debt limit through that procedure.

Senate Democrats said Wednesday they would not bend in December to McConnell's
demand.

"We're going to raise the debt ceiling, and we're going to go on and pass
infrastructure," Sen. Tammy Duckworth, D-Ill., said. "We're never going to do it
through reconciliation."

A US nuclear submarine's mysterious collision with an object in the South China
Sea suggests it was lurking near the bottom, expert says
Ryan Pickrell (rpickrell@businessinsider.com) - Business Insider

Smith Collection/Gado/Getty Images The crew stands atop the Seawolf-class
fast-attack submarine USS Connecticut in this 2018 photo.
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The US Navy Seawolf-class submarine USS Connecticut collided with an unknown
object in the South China Sea recently, damaging the powerful fast-attack boat and
injuring nearly a dozen crew members.

The US Navy statement on the collision said specifically the Connecticut collided with
an "object,"and service officials talking with Navy Times indicated it was not another
vessel and not likely to have been a land mass.

Navy officials told the Associated Press that the object the submarine hit might have
been a sunken ship, a shipping container, or some other uncharted object.

Public details on the incident are still very limited, but a former US Navy submariner
and defense expert told Insider reports on the collision indicate the submarine was
probably operating close to the bottom, possibly on a surveillance mission.

The South China Sea is already a challenging operating environment for submarines
because it is, for the most part, actually quite shallow, especially compared to the
waters of the nearby Pacific Ocean, with depths of thousands of feet.

Comments from Navy officials speculating that the nuclear-powered submarine may
have collided with a container or shipwreck suggests that the ship was not only in
shallow waters but likely close to the sea floor, said Bryan Clark, a senior fellow at
the Hudson Institute.

And reports that only about a dozen crew members suffered only minor injuries
suggest the submarine may have been moving slowly, possibly because it was near the
bottom or possibly to remain undetected or both.

"The things you might do near the sea floor are hide, if you are just trying to surveil
Chinese submarine operations, or try to put something on the sea floor or pick
something up, which might be a sensor," explained Clark, who is a retired submarine
officer and former special assistant to the chief of naval operations.

A potential point of interest for surveillance would be Yulin Naval Base on Hainan
Island, from which China operates an unknown number of submarines.

Beyond surveillance, other possible operations could include activities like sea floor
mapping.

Clark told Insider he "would not be surprised if the Connecticut was up there doing
some kind of surveillance operation on Chinese submarine operations out of Hainan
Island and it was close to the bottom because it was trying to hide and it ran into
something while it was doing that."

It is unclear what kind of operations the Connecticut was conducting at the time of the
collision, but a Navy official characterized them to the AP as routine.
The challenge with operating near the sea floor is that there is debris down there that
can pose a threat to the submarine.
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For instance, the South China Sea is an important strategic waterway through which
trillions of dollars in global trade pass each year, and shipping containers are
frequently lost at sea.

Submarines have a rudder and use water and compressed air in ballast tanks to
control its depth.

And "you can operate fairly closely to the sea floor pretty competently because you
have good maps and you've got a bathometer that's measuring the distance between
you and the sea bottom," Clark said, explaining that topography charts, depth senors,
and passive sonar allow a submarine to steer clear of most obstacles.

But if there is a big uncharted object, like a massive shipping container possibly
standing on end, the submarine may not be able to detect it until it is right on top of it.

"That's the problem you run into with operating near the sea floor in an area like that,
where there's lots of objects on the sea floor," Clark said.

The Navy is conducting an investigation into the submarine collision, an uncommon
occurrence that happened on October 2 but was not reported until five days later due
to concerns about operational security, according to the Associated Press.

Turkey is Becoming a Problem for NATO—the U.S. Should Pay Attention |
Opinion
Natalie Armbruster - Newsweek

Russian President Vladimir Putin and Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan
recently met in Sochi to discuss military operations in northwestern Syria.

While on opposing sides in Syria, before the talks, Erdogan nevertheless described
Turkish military cooperation with Russia as "of utmost importance," alluding to what
the U.S. already knows: Turkey does not feel constrained by
its NATO responsibilities.

It will not hesitate to pursue the path most closely aligned with its own interests, no
matter where it lies: in the West or Russia. The U.S. can learn something from this
shrewd and unashamed realpolitik.

https://www.newsweek.com/topic/vladimir-putin
https://www.newsweek.com/topic/nato


ADEM ALTAN/AFP via Getty Images Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan
addresses the Parliament.

In 2019, after years of toeing the line between cozy relations with Russia and the West,
Turkey appeared to put the death knell in its NATO credibility, purchasing
Russian-made S-400 defense systems, booting Turkey from the F-35 joint strike
fighter program.

The White House released a statement on the decision claiming that Turkey's
purchase rendered "continued involvement with the F-35 impossible" as "the F-35
cannot coexist with a Russian intelligence collection platform."

However, officials such as Senator Jim Risch (R-Idaho) were far more candid about
the purchase's implications. "This is not some minor dustup with this country," he
said.

"They've thumbed their nose at us, and they've thumbed their nose at their other
NATO allies."

The U.S. has sanctioned Turkey and urged Erdogan to reverse the decision. Erdogan
doubled down before the Sochi meetings: "It is not possible for us to turn back from
the steps we took. ... It is of great importance for us to continue by strengthening
Turkey-Russia relations every day.

" Turkey has chosen its trajectory. The U.S. should adjust its behavior accordingly
and stop treating its NATO alliances as sacrosanct when Turkey clearly does not view
the relationship similarly.

Turkey, despite having the second-largest standing military force in NATO, is inching
toward a point where it becomes a possible liability, instead of an asset. While not
discounting the points of tension in Syria and Libya, the most glaring flashpoint for
possible conflict is Turkey's enduring commitment to the defense of Azerbaijan
against Armenia, through training Azerbaijani officers and supplying military
equipment.



Should a conflict erupt once more, it would be between Turkish-backed Azerbaijan
and Russian-backed Armenia, presenting the potential for Turkey to, once again, be
at odds with the Russian military and call for NATO aid or assistance.

Even among NATO allies themselves, Turkey has fanned the flames of conflict, with
Erdogan becoming more and more aggressive in the Mediterranean.

n 2020, Turkey disregarded a U.N.-enforced arms embargo around Libya and
responded with hostility when confronted by French patrols. Greco-Turkish tensions
in the Aegean almost erupted into war in the same year after Greek and Turkish
frigates nearly collided over drilling disputes, forcing the U.S. to step in and push for
de-escalation and negotiations.

Nevertheless, among these hostilities, Turkey has been left relatively unscathed by its
NATO allies.

As Turkey continues to stoke the fires of ongoing tensions, the U.S. must make clear
that it will not fight Erdogan's wars under the obligation of NATO defense if these
disputes erupt beyond Erdogan's control. Continued concessions and aid to U.S.
partners, for simply being allies, are why American allies like Turkey have abused
and taken advantage of these leniencies and strayed away from American interests.

Alliances are not meant to be treated as sacred bonds of a covenant. They are formed
to recognize parallel interests and commit to jointly serving those interests.

NATO was formed to support European nations who wanted to counter the influence
and might of Moscow and provide a unified defense against the now dissolved Soviet
Union.

If these same NATO allies are now flirting with Putin unapologetically, the U.S.
should adjust the extent of its obligation to those whose interests lie opposite of
American interests.

The U.S. should rethink its responsibility of perpetual European defense and stop
serving allies like Turkey their cake on a platter so that they can both have it and eat
it too.


